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Dear Bishops and Church leaders

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ

It is with great pleasure that I would like to welcome you to this regional Pre-Assembly consultation of the Conference of European Churches, in view of the forthcoming General Assembly to take place in Novi-Sad, Serbia, in May 2018.

It was 2016 that an Open Letter on the Future of Europe was issued by the Governing Board of CEC, in which various concerns of the European people, belonging to different Christian traditions, were outlined, calling on the local Churches to creatively involve in the discussion on the future of our continent.
Like almost all parts of the globe, Europe is facing today a variety of crucial political and socio-economic challenges which will shape both its future and unity, as well as its physiognomy: planetary boundaries, especially climate change and biodiversity loss; social disparities, including youth unemployment and people left behind in regions with declining or redundant industries; consequent public loss of trust in government, the political establishment, and the EU and its governance structures; and last but not least the growing euroscepticism or even facist and neo-nazi ideologies, religious extremism and radicalism.
By its open letter CEC sought to bring to the fore the fundamental question of the common European values, and the way these can be expressed within Europe today. As it has been argued in Charta Oecumenica (2001) by the member Churches, “without common values unity cannot endure”, a statement that wished to re-affirm the relevance of the common values of Christian origin such as human dignity, peace, reconciliation, justice, democracy, the respect for human rights, solidarity etc, as the very foundation of the European identity. At the same time and to the extent that since “no action is not really an option,” the Churches are now called, against the critical challenges they face, to reflect on the richness of their tradition, including theological reflection on diaconia, sacrifice and martyria, so as to positively contribute in building a common and just European home.

Despite the variety of opinions existing between the European Churches and the individual Christians on how to situate themselves in Europe, they all more or less share in common the aforementioned basic values, upon which the unity of Europe is totally rooted and its future lies.
In the midst of such a reality, the present Pre-Assembly consultation of the members Churches of CEC and mainly its forthcoming General Assembly acquires a timely and critical importance for the future not only of Europe itself, but for the very future of Christianity itself in Europe. 
For many years now (almost 17) our Holy Metropolis, located in the central Greece (Thessaly) in cooperation with the Volos Academy for Theological Studies (a leading voice in contemporary Orthodoxy) have acquired a great experience by organizing various important ecumenical meetings and consultations, while attempting to bring the Orthodox Church and theology into a fertile dialogue with the present challenges.

Being then deeply committed and open to ecumenical relations and activities, we are pleased to welcome to the beautiful city of Volos, with its long history as a meeting point of different cultures, national and religious traditions, this extremely relevant ecumenical gathering of the various European Christian Churches, whishing you all God’s blessings and every success in the works of this regional Pre-assembly consultation. 
